
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

30 June 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents/Students, 
 

A LEVEL RESULTS GUIDANCE 
 

This letter outlines the possible courses of action open to higher education applicants when A’ level and BTEC results are 
issued on Thursday 17 August.  Listed below are points that you may wish to consider.  
 
Results will be available to collect from 9am.  Mr Mohammed, Mrs Smith, Dr Pavan, Mr Bacon, Mr Pead, Mr Berry, Mrs 
Smears and other staff will be available to give guidance and advice on the day if required. 
 

BEFORE THE RESULTS ARE ISSUED 
 

 UCAS issue confirmation letters AS12 which will be sent via your track account.. The track system often begins 
updating from 7am or before. You may know that your place is confirmed before you collect your results, but 
confirmation of a UCAS place is not a guarantee that the offer grades have been achieved.  

 

WHEN THE RESULTS ARE ISSUED 
 

 Be at home at this time.  Even students who achieve the grades they need are likely to be asked to confirm their 
acceptance of the place and make arrangements about accommodation, etc. 

 All students who do achieve the grades required do not have to take any action; they simply wait to be contacted by 
their university or college via Track with the confirmation document AS12. As stated Track may update before 9am on 
Results Day. 
 

WHAT TO DO IF THE RESULTS ARE NOT WHAT WERE HOPED FOR 
 

Option 1: Grades missed but student is accepted on chosen course by firm or insurance institution 

 If a student misses the grades required then they should take action immediately. (Results Day – as soon as possible.) 

 Firstly check your UCAS Track account to see whether an acceptance or rejection has been recorded.  If not, ring the 
universities where offers are held to ask whether acceptance is likely or not.  Universities and colleges are given A’ 
Level results before they are received in schools so they may make decisions about which students (if any) that missed 
the offer grades, they are prepared to accept.  In practice however, many institutions have still not made up their 
minds by the time the results are received in school.   

 Please note, no institution is ever permitted to give students early notification of their results. 
 
Option 2: Grades missed but student is offered a place on an alternative course (UCAS issue form AS12C) You will then 
need to respond to accept or decline that offer. You must do this within 5 calendar days. 
 
Option 3: Student rejected by both firm and insurance institution – Student enters Clearing. 

 If the university is unable to confirm the place then students should immediately begin the search for an alternative 
place at another institution, if they still wish to enter higher education in October.  At this point it is well worth 
considering whether it may be advisable to change course as, in some popular subjects, few places may be available in 
Clearing. 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON AVAILABLE PLACES 
 Information on vacancies is published in The Daily Telegraph; the first lists being published on the day the results 

come out (17 August).  Further lists will be published on Saturday 19 August and Thursday 24 August.  

 The best source of information of courses available in clearing, however, is almost certainly that published by UCAS on 
their web site (ucas.com/clearing).  The first list is due to be posted on the Internet at midnight, a few hours before 
the results are made public (although this deadline is not always met).  This list is continually updated and revised and 
usually provides the most accurate information. 

 A UCAS video guide to clearing is available at www.ucas.tv  
 
HOW TO SECURE A PLACE THROUGH THE CLEARING SYSTEM 

 Having found some possible courses students should ring immediately as good places will be snapped up rapidly.  
Ringing the institutions can be a very time consuming and frustrating experience.  Ring back is not usually accepted 
and students can find themselves in a logjam of applicants all trying to get through to the same college or university.  
Be prepared for this! The UCAS helpline number is 0871 4680468 

 When contact is made, institutions much prefer to speak directly to the applicant.  You may have teachers, friends 
and family ringing on mobiles/school office phones but the student should always do the talking.  

 If an offer is made it will generally be kept open for a week or ten days.  It is perfectly legitimate for students to collect 
as many offers as they have the stamina for. 

 Only one offer, however, may be firmly accepted.  This is achieved by sending the Clearing Form to the college or 
university of choice.  The Clearing Form is sent automatically to a student by UCAS once the first and second choice 
universities have confirmed to UCAS that they are unable to offer the student a place. 

 
THEY WANT YOU -_YOU DON’T WANT THEM 

 A rather different problem that sometimes occurs is that a student obtains the grades for a particular university but 
no longer wishes to go there.  The UCAS literature states categorically that students must go to the university they 
have initially accepted (provided of course they obtain the grades required) and that the only alternative is to 
withdraw totally from the process for that year.  In practice some students do ask universities to release them from 
their obligation so that they may go elsewhere.  Usually the university will agree, albeit somewhat reluctantly, 
although they have the right to refuse.  This is a course of action best avoided unless there are compelling reasons. 
However, students who have met and exceeded the conditions for their firm choice may look for an alternative 
course/institution.  You may be happy where you are, but with the UCAS ADJUSTMENT service you could swap where 
you’re studying if places are available elsewhere.  A UCAS guide to adjustment is available on www.ucas.tv  

 Remember that most students are successful in obtaining places in higher education although sometimes 
compromises have to be made on the course or institution. 

 
The information given above was true for last year’s clearing process.  UCAS will send clearing information for this year to 
all applicants at a later date.  This should be checked thoroughly for any changes.  The UCAS document “CONFRIMATION 
CLEARING AND ADJUSTMENT” which you can download from the UCAS website is very helpful also. 
 
Finally, please remember that senior members of staff will be in school on the date the results are issued and on the 
following morning to try to help resolve any problems that students may have.  Should any difficulties arise before that 
time, please do contact the school. 
I wish all students the very best of luck with the exams, with the results and, in particular, with their future beyond The 
Billericay School. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
F. Smith 

Head of Sixth Form 

http://www.ucas.tv/
http://www.ucas.tv/

