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Applying for Higher Education 2017-2018 

Preparation already undertaken in Year 12 

Induction Days at Essex University and Anglia Ruskin Uuniversity: ‘Thinking about Your 

Future’ September 2016. 

University Summer School Applications: Spring onwards 

Oxbridge applicants: Oxbridge Parents’ Evening at CCHSG Jan 2017 

Medical applicants’ initial consultation and advice: Spring onwards 

All applicants: Ex-students Q&A Panel Part 1 about University Life in general 

 

Summer Term Year 12 

Monday 12 June – Next Steps Day: Introduction to the UCAS Application Process, Student 

Finance, How to Select the Right University, Writing a Personal Statement 

Wednesday 14 June – UCAS Parents Information Evening 

Thursday 15 June – Essex Higher Education Super Fair at Essex University.  (All students 

attend. Reply slip and payment needed). 

June – UCAS APPLY Students register in class and are issued with UCAS Track ID and 

password.  DO NOT LOSE! 

Ongoing Preparation:  

 Researching universities, courses and entry requirements 

 Preparation for Higher Education Super Fair 

 Open Day Visits. 

 Meeting tutor to discuss higher education intentions, personal statements and 

references 

 Collection of comments from subject staff in preparation for references 

 Completion of Personal Details section of UCAS APPLY in class 

 Drafting of personal statement 

 Oxbridge / medical / veterinary applicants need to be considering college 

applications and tests as well as completing second draft of personal statements 

 

 



 

Resources: 

 UCAS website 

 Individual institution websites 

 L:\UCAS and Career Resources  

 Resources book case outside 6th form office 

 Mrs Smith and 6th form team for individual advice and guidance 

 

EXAM RESULTS Thursday 17 August 2017 (available in school from 11 am) 

 

Autumn Term Year 13 

Early October – subject staff issue predicted grades for UCAS applications 

Tuesday 3 October – Parents Consultation Evening 

Thursday 2 November – Interview Practice Morning – Imperial College, London 

 

UCAS Deadlines 

Oxbridge / Medicine / Veterinary courses: October 15 2017 

All other applicants: January 15 2018 

 

School Deadlines 

After students have completed their applications, these are firstly reviewed by tutors, and 

then checked, reviewed and processed by members of the 6th form team. Completion of 

application is defined as all sections of the application form ready to send, and both 

Personal Statement and Reference in finished format. If school deadlines are not adhered 

to, we cannot guarantee submission of student applications by the UCAS deadline. 

Oxbridge / Medicine / Veterinary courses: completion of application by Fri October 62017 

All other applicants: completion of application by Friday November 10 2017 

Note: final date to ensure UCAS application is completed and ready to process before UCAS 

January deadline - Friday December 15 2017 



 

September / October 

 Students regularly meet with tutors to improve Personal Statements and discuss 

tutor references.  

 Further research and decision making about courses and institutions 

 Attendance at Open Days: maximum 3 school days out this term 

 Completion of Education and Course Choice sections of UCAS APPLY: in school 

sessions. 

 Application form and reference checking interviews with Mrs Smith and 6th form 

staff – students sign up for these 

 

November / December 

 Finalising of applications  

 Application form and reference checking interviews with Mrs Smith and 6th form 

staff – students sign up for these 

 Practice interviews for students requiring these 

 All applications sent off 

Spring / Summer Term 2018 

UCAS Extra from Feb onwards 

Student Finance application can be made online via  

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/overview from February / March 

Early May - students must reply to offers by now (but some exceptions) 

 

EXAM RESULTS Thursday 16 August 2018 

School staff to advise and guide as needed on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/overview


 

University Related Websites 
 
For full service 

 http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/ - has its own league table for universities as 
well as subjects 

 http://university.which.co.uk/ - really like this one as there is lots of reading material for 
parents and students – independent advice 

 http://www.whatuni.com/ - good site - if students register (for free), they can store their 
choices and comparisons etc 

 
League tables – university as well as subjects 

 http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings 

 https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2017/may/16/university-league-
tables-2018 

 https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/news/complete-university-guide-reveals-
its-top-uk-universities-2018 - a guide published with Sunday Times in mid/late June.  

 
Advice and Search Engines 

 https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/forumdisplay.php?f=6  – good to chat to other 
students; help with personal statements available 

 https://www.studential.com/university/applying - guides available; not just for uni – 
apprenticeship/gap year advice as well; help with personal statements available 

 
Apprenticeship related websites 

 https://university.which.co.uk/teachers/introduce-higher-education-options/higher-and-
degree-apprenticeships-guide-download - really good for advice about Degree and Higher 
apprenticeships 

 https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch - government website 
for application 

 https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs  - UCAS careers website for apprenticeship listing 

 http://schoolleavers.milkround.com/ 

 https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/apprenticeships-223/filter/subcats/higher-
apprenticeship-228 

 http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/higher-apprenticeships/ 
Apps 

These Apps are free to download. There are no paid apps available at this time. 

     
 
Green League – only if you want info on whether the university is ‘carbon neutral’ 
UCAS – good for news updates and general info – no comparisons on uni – good for clearing 
BestCourse – if you are not sure of what to study, you can input your A Levels and get ideas of what 
others who did those A levels have done in the past. 
HelloUni – prospective university applicants navigate the complex application journey – just 
launched in May 

http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
http://university.which.co.uk/
http://www.whatuni.com/
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.studential.com/university/applying


 

Sample Personal Statement: Modern Languages 
 
"If I want to sell you something, then I'll speak your language. If you want to sell me something, dann 
müssen Sie Deutsch sprechen". This quote from Willy Brandt inspired me to pursue a career in 
languages, after reading it on the wall of my year 7 German classroom. I relish any opportunity to 
learn a new language; over the course of my education I have learnt French, German, Spanish, Italian 
and Mandarin Chinese. Therefore, I wish to take a course in Modern Languages at University. 
 
The complexities and rules of language fascinate me, particularly the similarity between Germanic 
languages such as German and English ('Ich habe' and 'I have') and how they differ to the romantic 
languages including French, Italian and Spanish. When reading English text, I often try to construct 
the same sentence in French and German while simultaneously noting the differences between the 
two. Outside of the school curriculum, I enjoy reading French and German newspapers, regularly 
watching French and German sport and news. These experiences have taken my understanding in 
unexpected directions, from giving me an insight into French political scandals as reported by 'Le 
Monde' to finding myself engrossed by German sports commentary. My interest in any aspect of the 
German language has even led me to read 'DTM: Das Offizielle Jahrbuch', a fairly niche publication 
about German motorsport. Indeed, my understanding of the similarities between languages was 
enhanced through my EPQ research about Esperanto, 'the unspoken language', gaining a greater 
appreciation of the power of language to unite wider societies. The architects' ability to distil the 
essence of different languages into one common structure seems a remarkable achievement. My 
enthusiasm for learning languages was further enhanced by my participation in a French play in year 
10, in which a group of French students performed to a local primary school. This year I am 
participating in a performance of the French film 'Les Choristes'. Both performances have deepened 
my understanding of French language and culture. 
 
A self organised one-week placement in a French supermarket offered further opportunity to immerse 
myself in French language, culture and society. During the week I worked 5 hour shifts in a 'Monoprix' 
supermarket. It was undoubtedly the most difficult but also most rewarding experience of my life, as it 
was my first opportunity to put my French language to the test in challenging real life situations with 
no support or teacher guidance. Directing customers around the store and having general 
conversations with them was sometimes demanding, but as the week progressed, so did my ability to 
communicate. I had to think quickly while also speaking coherently and upon completion of the week 
felt a huge amount of pride. 
 
Aside from learning languages, I have been an active member of my school community, gaining 
selection from a long list of candidates to be House Captain, one of only five students in every school 
year to be given such a leading role of responsibility. I assisted Governors and general visitors around 
the school and chaired Student Council meetings, where discussions were held about how to improve 
the schools facilities. In addition to this, I represented The Billericay School on three separate 
occasions in 'Speak Up!' county wide competitions for both French and German. 
 
Outside the School community, I am a member of David Lloyds' performance club for Tennis, having 
played from a very early age, enjoying participating in tournaments and competitions. This has 
provided me with a good way of balancing my academic and social life. I also work at a Marks & 
Spencer store, completing tasks such as answering the telephone, assisting customers around the 
store and working on the tills. 
 
After University, I hope to work abroad, possibly for the EU where I can utilise my language, working 
for an international organisation which aims to improve the lives of millions. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sample Personal Statement: Pharmacology 

 
My interest in and fascination for the discipline of pharmacology and the fundamental impact 
it can have on medical processes and treatments began in earnest for me through my study 
of the History of medicine. Seeing how far the boundaries of scientific knowledge and 
understanding have been pushed through the work of pharmacological research, from the 
"four humours" of ancient Greece to news that scientists and researchers are now able to 
help those with high cholesterol through the help of statins. My study of the sciences , in 
particular the biochemical elements of the field, has allowed me to observe how small 
changes in the human molecular structure through drug use can have huge effects on the 
health and wellbeing of the individual. Pursuing Study and a career in a field that may enable 
me to contribute to the development of treatments as significant as those that developed 
insulin as a treatment for diabetes would be hugely rewarding. 
  
My career aspiration was reflected in my A level subject choices. Chemistry has provided me 
with the clearest understanding of the skills and knowledge required to be an effective 
pharmacologist, developing my patience and methodical discipline when undertaking 
practical experiments in areas such as titrations, as well as giving me a sound appreciation 
of laboratory protocols. I have also recognised the importance of accurate record keeping 
and self organisation as being key to successfully meeting the challenges of the course. 
Biology has demanded I develop effective research and independent study skills, as well as 
developing crucial understanding of cell structures and human anatomy, enhancing my 
understanding of the molecular formation of DNA. Maths AS level has developed my ability 
to solve complex problems in a methodical way, paying close attention to every minor detail 
in order to establish a precise solution, and the data handling and statistical analysis 
elements of the course have enhanced my ability to apply these skills to the scientific 
experimentation process. My EPQ on thalidomide took my research skills to a level beyond 
A-level and highlighted for me the critical role of the pharmaceutical researcher in developing 
new drugs for the market and the importance of a testing and trialling process for new 
products that takes account of wider public health and legal considerations. 
  
A self organised 50 hour placement at my local pharmacy allowed me to witness the 
distribution process for treatments used by the public in everyday life, as well as allowing me 
to develop my understanding of a wide range of drugs, from learning their names to going 
home and researching their development. I also had the opportunity to speak with a trained 
pharmacologist, who was able to tell me about his entry route into the profession. I also 
became much more aware of the vital role the pharmacist in the overall health and welfare 
process, not only appropriate medical treatments but also providing crucial health and 
lifestyle advice to key groups such as smokers. All of these experiences confirmed my desire 
to pursue this career path. 
  
I have shown my interest to learning on various occasions, if I was ever offered a chance to 
further my intellect or to help someone I would take it. I have signed up for peer support and 
community officer, these helped me understand important roles of leadership and team 
working skills to help others and to solve disputes and problems. I am a reliable, flexible and 
determined person and would relish the opportunity to make a contribution to the life of 
pharmacology department and of the wider university. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 


